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THESE
ARE YOUR

FIRST 
STEPS
WITH 
JESUS

We  h a v e  c r e a t e d  a  c o u p l e  o f  t o o l s  t o  a s s i s t 
y o u  a s  y o u  g r o w  i n  y o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h 

J e s u s :

T h i s  b o o k  h a s  2 0  s h o r t  d a i l y  s t u d i e s  t h a t  s p r e a d  o u t 
o v e r  4  w e e k s .  ( i t  i s  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  i n  A f r i k a a n s  o n 
Yo u Ve r s i o n  a s  “ G r o e i :  E e r s t e  t r e ë  s a a m  m e t  J e s u s ” 

W e  r e c o r d e d  2 0  v i d e o s  o f  a b o u t  4 - 5  m i n u t e s 
e a c h ,  t o  w a l k  y o u  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o n t e n t . 
( h t t p s : / / w w w . f i r s t s t e p s w i t h J e s u s . c o m ) 

A n  a u d i o b o o k  i s  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  i n 
E n g l i s h  a n d  A f r i k a a n s  a t  t h e  l i n k  a b o v e . 

  
E a c h  d a y  h a s  a n  a f f i r m a t i o n  t h a t  w e 
e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  r e p e a t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d a y . 

E a c h  c h a p t e r  h a s  o n e  a c t i o n  s t e p  f o r  e a c h  d a y .
4
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M y  n a m e  i s  J e a n  S y m o n s  a n d  I  s t a r t e d  m y 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  J e s u s  w h e n  I  w a s  1 3  y e a r s 
o l d .  I  h a v e  s t u d i e d  T h e o l o g y  a t  T h e  C o l l e g e 
o f  T h e  A p o s t o l i c  F a i t h  M i s s i o n  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a 
i n  J o h a n n e s b u r g .  ( A F M  o f  S A ) .  I  h a v e  b e e n  a 
p a s t o r  s i n c e  1 9 9 2  a n d  I  n o w  s e r v e  a s  a  l e a d e r 
i n  D o x a  D e o  i n  P r e t o r i a .  ( w w w . d o x a d e o . o r g )

We  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  G o d  i s  t h e 
m a i n  s t o r y  o f  G o d ’ s  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  h u m a n i t y . 
( F i n d  o u r  f u l l  s t a t e m e n t  o f  b e l i e f  a t   h t t p s : / /
w w w . d o x a d e o . o r g / a b o u t / b e l i e v e / ) .  O u r  a p p r o a c h 
i n  t h i s  b o o k  w a s  t o  n o t  a s s u m e  t h a t  y o u  m a y 
k n o w  m u c h  a b o u t  t h e  B i b l e  o r  J e s u s  o r  a n y 

o f  t h e  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s .

T h i s  j o u r n e y  o f  d i s c o v e r y  t h a t  w e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o 
t a k e  y o u  o n ,  w a s  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  b y  o u r  h e a r t 
f o r  p e o p l e  w h o  s t a r t ,  w i t h  t h e i r  f i r s t  s t e p s ,  a 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  J e s u s .  T h e  b e s t  w a y  t o  g o 

A 
LITTLE
BIT 
ABOUT 
THIS 
BOOK 
& 
YOUR 
JOURNEY

a b o u t  t h i s  i s  t o  f i n d  s o m e o n e  w h o 
a l r e a d y  f o l l o w s  J e s u s ,  a n d  t o  h a v e 
s u c h  a  p e r s o n  w a l k  y o u  t h r o u g h 

t h e  d a i l y  d i s c o v e r i e s .

S o  h e r e  w e  g o !  Wa t c h  t h e  4 - 5  m i n u t e 
d a i l y  v i d e o ,  o r  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  d a i l y 
a u d i o  r e c o r d i n g ,  a s  y o u  f o l l o w  i t 

i n  y o u r  b o o k . 

M a y  y o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  J e s u s 
g r o w  t o  b e c o m e  t h e  a n c h o r  o f 
y o u r  w h o l e  l i f e .  H e  c a m e  s o  t h a t 
w e  m a y  h a v e  l i f e  i n  a b u n d a n c e ! 

( J o h n  1 0 : 1 0 )

Jean Symons
Doxa Deo Team Leader
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O u r  d e s i r e  f o r  y o u  i n  t h e 

f i r s t  w e e k  i s  t h a t  y o u  w i l l 

d i s c o v e r  t h a t  G o d  i s  a 

r e a l i t y .  M a y  H i s  l o v e  f o r 

y o u  b e c o m e  c l e a r .  M a y  y o u 

l e a r n  t o  k n o w  w h o  J e s u s  i s , 

t h e  S a v i o u r  o f  t h e  w o r l d . 

M a y  y o u  r e c e i v e  t h e  g i f t 

o f  a  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p 

w i t h  y o u r  C r e a t o r ,  w h o 

w a n t s  t o  b e  y o u r  F a t h e r .

WEEK
ONE: 
DISCOVERY
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DAY1: IS GOD REAL?
 
DAY2: GOD’S LOVE INITIATIVE 

DAY3: WHO IS JESUS?

DAY4: WHAT IS FAITH?

DAY5: THE LOVING FATHER
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DAY 1

IS GOD REAL? 
Today I  am inv i t ing  you to  take  the  f i r s t  s teps 

into  growing a  re la t ionship  wi th  a  rea l  and 

l iv ing God.  You may ask ,  l i ke  so  many others 

do:  “How do I  know God i s  rea l? ”

A l low me to  share  my s tory.  At  the  age of 

th i r teen I  a t tended a  youth camp.  I  have been 

at tending church for  as  long as  I  can remem-
ber,  but  a t  th is  par t icu lar  camp something of  the  rea l i ty  o f 

God jus t  s t ruck  me for  the  f i r s t  t ime.  I  d i scovered that  He 

loves  me and I  rea l i sed that  I  was  l iv ing wi thout  Him.  A 

des i re  arose  in  my hear t  to  l ive  my l i fe  wi th  Him.  Have you 

ever  fe l t  th is  way?

In  the  66  Books  of  the  B ib le  there  are  many other  s imi lar 

tes t imonies  of  people  who encountered the  rea l i ty  o f  God. 

One of  those  characters  i s  a  person by  the  name of  Sau l .  We 

read h is  s tory  in  the  book of  Acts ,  Chapter  9,  Verses  1-19 :

 

“ 1 Meanwhi le ,  Sau l  was  s t i l l  b reath ing out  murder-

ous  threats  aga inst  the  Lord ’s  d isc ip les .  He went 

to  the  h igh pr ies t  2 and asked h im for  le t ters  to 

the  synagogues  in  Damascus ,  so  that  i f  he  found 

any there  who be longed to  the  Way,  whether  men 

or  women,  he  might  take  them as  pr i soners  to 

Jerusa lem. 

3 As  he  neared Damascus  on h is  journey,  suddenly 

a  l ight  f rom heaven f lashed around h im.  4 He fe l l 

to  the  ground and heard  a  vo ice  say  to  h im,  “Sau l , 

Sau l ,  why do you persecute  me?”  5 “Who are 

WEEK ONE
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you,  Lord?”  Sau l  asked .   “ I  am Jesus ,  whom you 

are  persecut ing , ”  he  repl ied .  6 “Now get  up and go 

into  the  c i ty,  and you wi l l  be  to ld  what  you must 

do. ”  7 The men t rave l ing  wi th  Sau l  s tood there 

speechless ;  they heard  the  sound but  d id  not  see 

anyone . ”

Cons ider  th is  tes t imony f rom the B ib le .  How is  i t  poss ib le 

for  such a  great  persecutor  o f  those  who were  fo l lowing 

Jesus ,  to  turn  around and to  become the greatest  promoter 

o f  Jesus?  The answer  i s  s imply  that  Sau l  had a  rea l  encoun-

ter  wi th  a  rea l  God!  He d id  not  want  to  l ive  h is  l i fe  devoid  of 

God any longer. 

There  i s  more  proof  o f  God ’s  ex is tence ,  i t ’s  not  jus t  my tes-

t imony or  the  tes t imony of  people  in  the  B ib le .  I  ask  you to 

cons ider  the  wonder  of  creat ion ,  the  inte l l igent  des ign ,  the 

order,  the  ecosystem,  the  ba lance of  everyth ing in  the  uni-

verse  and the  fact  that  the  ear th  i s  the  only  p lanet  conta in-

ing l i fe .

More  ev idence i s  the  b iolog ica l  wonder  of  the  human body. 

Have a  good look  at  the  funct ion of  every  ce l l  in  your  own 

body.  I t  d id  not  mere ly  ‘ happen’  by  acc ident .  I t  was  p lanned 

and carefu l ly  executed by  our  Creator.

God put  i t  together  to  show that  He i s  indeed the  Creator  o f 

a l l . 

Th is  Creator  i s  ex tending an inv i ta t ion to  you to  l ive  your 

l i fe  wi th  Him and to  enter  in to  a  meaningfu l  and exc i t ing 

re la t ionship  wi th  your  Creator. 

I  would  love  for  you to  repeat  the  fo l lowing a f f i rmat ion to-

day.  We wi l l  have a  spec ia l  a f f i rmat ion da i ly  hereaf ter : 

11
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MAKE  A  L IST  OF  PROBABLE  EV IDENCE  OF  GOD ’S  EX ISTENCE .  

MAYBE  CONSIDER  PEOPLE  YOU  KNOW WHO BEL IEVE  IN  GOD  OR 

ELEMENTS  OF  CREAT ION  THAT  TEST I FY  TO  A  GREATER  DES IGN . 

GOD, YOU ARE REAL. PLEASE SHOW ME MORE 
OF YOU.
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ROMANS  5 :8

DAY 2

GOD’S LOVE INITIATIVE
Our d iscovery  today wi l l  be  that  God took the 

f i r s t  s teps  towards  us .  We wi l l  see  i t  in  the 

tes t imony of  Sau l ,  who we spoke of  in  the 

prev ious  chapter.  Sau l ,  renamed Paul  a f ter 

h is  Damascus  exper ience ,  wrote  many of  the 

books  of  the  New Testament .  In  a  le t ter  to 

the  be l ievers  in  Rome we read the  fo l lowing:

“6 Chr is t  d ied  for  the  ungodly.  7 Very  rare ly  wi l l 

anyone d ie  for  a  r ighteous  person ,  though for  a 

good person someone might  poss ib ly  dare  to  d ie . 
8 But  God demonstrates  h is  own love for  us  in 

th is :  Whi le  we were  s t i l l  s inners ,  Chr is t  d ied  for 

us . ”  (Romans 5 :6-8)

This  shows how God took the  f i r s t  s teps  towards  us  even 

when we were  not  wi l l ing  to  respond to  His  love .  He d i rects 

His  love  in  our  d i rect ion in  sp i te  o f  our  mis takes  and in  sp i te 

o f  our  past .  I t  i s  l i ke  a  good fa ther  who loves  h is  ch i ldren 

notwi thstanding the i r  choices  and dec is ions . 

Th is  ind icates  how much va lue  God,  the  Creator,  p laces  on 

you as  a  person .  He va lues  us  because He loves  us .  Th is  k ind 

of  love  i s  much more than an emot ion .  I t ’s  a  va lue  s ta te-

ment .  We are  God’s  creat ion ,  we are  h is  ch i ldren .  He i s  a 

lov ing Father,  He loves  His  ch i ldren .  God loves  you!

The New Testament  revea ls  that  God i s  our  Father,  and our 

best  response to  th is  love ,  would  be  to  read and s tudy the 

B ib le  to  he lp  us  unders tand i t .  We wi l l  show you where  to 

s tar t  in  a  la ter  chapter.

WEEK ONE
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As we s tudy the  love  of  God in  the  B ib le ,  we wi l l  s tar t  to 

unders tand God’s  love ,  and i t  wi l l  deve lop a  capac i ty  to  love 

Him.  Love wi l l  increase  in  our  hear ts  as  a  react ion to  His 

love  for  us . 

I  encourage you to  a l so  begin  to  l i s ten to  mus ic  that  re in-

forces  th is  message .  We pray,  as  you head to  the  fo l lowing 

l ink  and l i s ten to  th is  song (Wonder  of  Your  Love by  Reve la-

t ion Enterpr i ses ) ,  that  you wi l l  exper ience the  love  of  God.

 

(ht tps : / /go.doxadeo.org/wonder )

Here  i s  a  reminder  that  we wi l l  make a  da i ly  a f f i rmat ion as 

we d iscover  more of  what  the  B ib le  teaches . 

Repeat  i t  a  couple  of  t imes  today.

AF
FI

RM
AT

IO
N

“I AM DEEPLY LOVED BY GOD.”

14
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CONS IDER  EVENTS  IN  YOUR PAST  WHERE ,  WHEN  YOU  LOOK  BACK , 

YOU  NOW CAN  SEE  THAT  GOD  WAS  AT  WORK IN  YOUR L I FE .
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JOHN  3 :16

DAY 3

WHO IS JESUS?
God i s  revea led to  us  as  the  Father,  the  Son 

and the  Holy  Sp i r i t .  One God,  yet  three  per-

sons…how can th is  be  ra t iona l ly  expla ined? 

This  could  be  a  confus ing concept  for  some 

people .

I  o f ten th ink  of  th is  s ta tement  in  compar ison 

to  water.  Water  i s  one substance ,  yet  i t  can 
be three:  s team,  ice  and water  ( l iqu id ,  sol id  and gas ) .  There 

are  three  express ions  to  one substance .  Th is  metaphor  he lps 

us  to  unders tand what  the  B ib le  means  when i t  says  our  God 

i s  one God but  He i s  revea led to  us  as  Father,  Son and Holy 

Sp i r i t . 

Let ’s  read the  book of  John,  who was  one of  the  f i r s t  fo l low-

ers  o f  Jesus :

“For  God so loved the  world  that  he  gave h is 

one and only  Son ,  that  whoever  be l ieves  in  h im 

sha l l  not  per i sh  but  have eterna l  l i fe .  For  God d id 

not  send h is  Son into  the  world  to  condemn the 

world ,  but  to  save  the  world  through h im. ”  (John 

3 :16-17)

WEEK ONE

16



We discover  in  the  B ib le  that  the  Son of  God i s  known as 

Jesus .  Today we des i re  to  int roduce you to  Him. 

We read in  the  B ib le  about  Jesus ’  b i r th ,  H is  l i fe ,  H is  min is t ry, 

H is  teachings  and the  many mirac les  He per formed.   Then 

we learn  that  He was  cruc i f ied  on beha l f  o f  a l l  people .  H is 

resur rect ion f rom the dead was  a  mirac le  observed by  about 

500 wi tnesses .  Th is  has  been recorded in  h is tory  and i s  the 

most  d iscussed top ic  of  a l l  t ime . 

Let  us  fas t  forward to  today.  What  happened 2000 years  ago 

i s  s t i l l  re levant  today:  God des i res  to  save  the  world .  He 

does  not  want  anyone to  go to  a  los t  e tern i ty.  The quest ion 

then today i s :  Do you know Jesus?  Do you rea l ize  that  He 

wants  to  be  a  Sav iour  in  your  l i fe?  He i s  the  Sav iour  o f  the 

world ,  He does  not  want  you to  per i sh  and He des i res  for  us 

to  be  wi th  Him now and for  e tern i ty.

E terna l  l i fe  s imply  means  that  there  i s  a  res tored ,  qua l i ty  re-

la t ionship  wi th  God.  Th is  takes  p lace  as  we s tar t  be l iev ing in 

Jesus .  Through our  fa i th  in  Jesus ,  we d iscover  God’s  love  for 

us .  B i l l ions  of  other  people  have made the  same d iscovery 

and now be l ieve  in  Jesus  as  the  Son of  God.

AF
FI

RM
AT

IO
N

“JESUS, I WANT TO KNOW EVERYTHING ABOUT 
YOU.”
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CONS IDER  WHAT  YOU  ALREADY  KNOW ABOUT  J ESUS  AND  WRITE  DOWN 

SOME  TH INGS  THAT  WOULD  WANT  TO  GET  TO  KNOW ABOUT  H IM .
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JOHN  1 :12

DAY 4

WHAT IS FAITH?
In  John 3 :16  we learned that  e terna l  l i fe  i s 

promised to  everyone who be l ieves .  I f  fa i th  i s 

the  requi rement  then ,  what  does  i t  actua l ly 

mean? 

Let  us  turn  to  John 1 :12  to  d iscover  some of 

the  d imens ions  of  what  i t  means  to  be l ieve  in 

Jesus .

“Yet  to  a l l  who d id  rece ive  Him,  to  those  who be-

l ieved in  His  name,  He gave the  r ight  to  become 

chi ldren of  God. ”  (John 1 :12) 

We wi l l  now cons ider  the  two d imens ions  of  ‘ rece iv ing ’  and 

‘ be l iev ing ’.

When we rece ive  a  g i f t  f rom someone,  how do we react? 

Do we unt ie  the  r ibbon,  open the  package ,  gaze at  i t  for  a 

whi le ,  c lose  the  g i f t  and hoard  i t  in  a  sa fe  p lace?  That  would 

be  r id icu lous !  When I  recent ly  rece ived a  new watch as  a 

g i f t ,  I  immediate ly  d iscarded the  old  one and put  the  new 

one on my arm.  I t  became a  par t  o f  my l i fe  and a  s ignature 

of  who I  am. 

Fa i th  i s  s imi lar.  We fu l ly  accept  and rece ive  the  g i f t  f rom 

God through Jesus .  The g i f t  o f  love ,  the  g i f t  o f  forg iveness , 

the  g i f t  o f  H is  sacr i f ice  and the  g i f t  o f  a  new l i fe .  A l l  these 

and many more d imens ions  are  inc luded in  th is  g i f t .  Fa i th  i s 

learn ing how to  rece ive  the  fu l lness  o f  th is  g i f t  f rom God.

WEEK ONE
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“JESUS, I BELIEVE THAT I AM A CHILD OF GOD.”

Now,  le t ’s  a l so  cons ider  what  i t  means  to  be l ieve  in  the 

Name of  Jesus .  Someone’s  name re fers  to  the i r  reputat ion 

and what  they represent .  To be l ieve  in  Jesus  then i s  to  ac-

cept  what  He s tands  for,  to  adhere  to  His  va lues .  People  who 

be l ieve  in  Jesus  actua l ly  ident i fy  wi th  Him and take  a l l  that 

He represents  and make i t  a  par t  o f  who they are . 

‘Rece iv ing ’  and ‘ be l iev ing ’  a l so  inc ludes  the  pr inc ip le  o f 

t rus t .  When a  good f r iend inv i tes  me to  have lunch wi th  h im, 

s ta t ing that  he  may be 30 minutes  la te ,  but  that  I  could  or-

der  anyth ing f rom the menu in  the  meant ime,  I  wi l l  obl ige . 

Why?  Because ,  i f  I  have a  good re la t ionship  wi th  that  per-

son ,  I  wi l l  t rus t  h is  character  and h is  promise .

When we rece ive  Jesus  and be l ieve  in  h is  Name,  we own the 

promise  to  become chi ldren of  God.  I t  becomes a  r ight  that 

i s  bestowed on us .  As  we s tudy the  B ib le  and learn  more 

about  Jesus ,  we grow in  our  t rust  in  Him.  The more we learn 

and the  more we t rust  the  bet ter  our  re la t ionship  wi th  Jesus 

wi l l  become.

This  promise  in  John 1 :12  i s  for  every  s ing le  person who be-

l ieves ,  i t  def in i te ly  inc ludes  you!
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S TART  WRIT ING  DOWN WHAT  WOULD  CHANGE  FOR  THE  BETTER  AS 

YOU  REAL IZE  THAT  YOU  ARE  A  CHILD  OF  GOD. 
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LUKE  15 :24

DAY 5

THE LOVING FATHER

Luke was  one of  the  f i r s t  fo l lowers  of  Jesus 

and he recorded a  s tory  to ld  by  Jesus .  Jesus 

shows us  the  character  o f  God and a lso  re-

vea ls  something of  our  own human s tory. 

“ 11 Jesus  cont inued:  “There  was  a  man who 

had two sons .  12 The younger  one sa id  to  h is 

fa ther,  ‘ Fa ther,  g ive  me my share  of  the  es tate . ’  So  he d iv ided 

h is  proper ty  between them.  13 “Not  long a f ter  that ,  the  young-

er  son got  together  a l l  he  had ,  set  o f f  for  a  d is tant  country 

and there  squandered h is  weal th  in  wi ld  l iv ing .  14 A f ter  he  had 

spent  everyth ing ,  there  was  a  severe  famine in  that  whole 

country,  and he began to  be  in  need .  15 So  he went  and h i red 

h imse l f  out  to  a  c i t izen of  that  country,  who sent  h im to  h is 

f ie lds  to  feed p igs .  16 He longed to  f i l l  h i s  s tomach wi th  the 

pods  that  the  p igs  were  eat ing ,  but  no one gave h im anyth ing .

17 “When he came to  h is  senses ,  he  sa id ,  ‘How many 

of  my fa ther ’s  h i red  servants  have food to  spare , 

and here  I  am s tarv ing to  death!  18 I  wi l l  se t  out 

and go back  to  my fa ther  and say  to  h im:  Father, 

I  have s inned aga inst  heaven and aga inst  you .  19 I 

am no longer  worthy to  be  ca l led  your  son;  make 

me l ike  one of  your  h i red servants . ’  20 So  he got 

up and went  to  h is  fa ther.  “But  whi le  he  was  s t i l l  a 

long way of f,  h i s  fa ther  saw h im and was  f i l led  wi th 

compass ion for  h im;  he  ran to  h is  son ,  threw h is 

arms around h im and k issed h im.
21 “The son sa id  to  h im,  ‘ Father,  I  have s inned 

aga inst  heaven and aga inst  you .  I  am no longer 

worthy to  be  ca l led  your  son . ’  22 “But  the  fa ther  sa id 

to  h is  servants ,  ‘Quick !  Br ing the  best  robe and put 

WEEK ONE
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i t  on h im.  Put  a  r ing  on h is  f inger  and sanda ls  on 

h is  feet .  23 Br ing the  fa t tened ca l f  and k i l l  i t .  Let ’s 

have a  feast  and ce lebrate .  24 For  th is  son of  mine 

was  dead and i s  a l ive  aga in ;  he  was  los t  and i s 

found. ’  So  they began to  ce lebrate .  (Luke 15 :11-

24)

Why do I  say  that  th is  revea ls  the  character  o f  God and te l l s 

us  something of  the  human s tory?  Each of  us  has  some-

th ing of  the  prodiga l  son in  us ,  because we a lso  somet imes 

choose our  own path  and seek  to  sat i s fy  our  own se l f i sh 

needs . 

Th is  s tory  i s  probably  more about  the  wai t ing  Father  than 

the  prodiga l  son .  Do you rea l ize  that  the  Father  o f  c reat ion , 

who des igned everyth ing ,  i s  f i l led  wi th  compass ion for  every 

human who has  gone as t ray?  He i s  wai t ing  for  every  human 

who got  los t  in  the i r  own des i res ,  to  s imply  turn  back  to 

Him.He wants  to  reconci le  us  to  Him and res tore  the  re-

la t ionship  between us .  He i s  not  locked onto our  s ins  and 

mis takes  only.  When we come to  Him he welcomes us  wi th 

open arms:  “My son was  los t ,  but  now he’s  found. ” 

We may fee l ,  l i ke  the  son in  the  s tory,  that  our  mis takes 

d isqua l i fy  us  f rom His  love ,  but  the  Father  looks  beyond our 

mis takes  and dec lares :  You are  my son!  He fu l ly  res tores 

re la t ionship  wi th  us  and then f rom that  p la t form of  accep-

tance ,  He cont inues  to  c leanse  us  and redeem us  f rom our 

past .  Then only  does  He s tar t  to  res tore  us  to  our  fu l l  s ta t-

ure . 

We have a  lov ing Father  who addresses  a l l  our  mis takes 

through His  love  for  us .
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LIST SOME OF THE THINGS IN YOUR PAST THAT YOU 

THOUGHT WOULD CAUSE THE LOVING FATHER TO 

REJECT YOU AND THEN DRAW A LINE THROUGH 

THEM AS YOU DECLARE THAT NOTHING IS BIGGER 

THAN HIS LOVE FOR YOU.

“FATHER IN HEAVEN, THANK YOU THAT I CAN HAVE 
A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH YOU.”

24



 
 

WE HAVE 
A LOVING 

FATHER WHO 
ADDRESSES ALL 
OUR MISTAKES 
THROUGH HIS 
LOVE FOR US.
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Yo u  a r e  n o w  i n  y o u r  s e c o n d 

w e e k  o f  g r o w i n g  i n  y o u r 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  y o u r 

F a t h e r  i n  h e a v e n .  T h i s  i s 

a  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  w e e k  a s 

w e  d i s c o v e r  w h a t  G o d ’ s 

g r a c e  m e a n s  a n d  w h a t  H e 

r e a l l y  d i d  f o r  u s .  M a y  y o u 

d i s c o v e r  H i s  f o r g i v e n e s s 

a s  y o u  g e t  t o  k n o w  t h e 

n e w  c r e a t i o n  t h a t  H e  h a s 

c r e a t e d  i n  y o u .  T h e  n e w 

l i f e  o f  C h r i s t  i s  o u r  d e s t i n y 

t h r o u g h  t h e  g o f t s  o f  H i s 

g r a c e .

WEEK
TWO: 
GRACE
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DAY6: FORGIVEN
 
DAY7: NEW IDENTITY 

DAY8: GRACE EMPOWERS ME

DAY9: ASSURANCE FOR ETERNITY

DAY10: A NEW WAY OF LIVING
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EPHES IANS  2 :8

DAY 6

THE GIFT OF GRACE
This  i s  your  second week of  growing in  your 

re la t ionship  wi th  your  Father  in  heaven .  In 

th is  week we wi l l  d i scover  not  jus t  what  God 

d id  for  us ,  but  a l so  what  he  i s  do ing in  us !

I  would  l i ke  to  encourage you to  obta in  your 

own personal  B ib le .  A lso  cons ider  to  down-

load th is  B ib le  app onto your  dev ices :

(ht tps : / /www.youvers ion .com/the-b ib le-app/ )

We learn  f rom one of  the  d isc ip les  o f  Jesus  ( in  Luke 23 :39-

43)  about  a  cr imina l  that  was  cruc i f ied  next  to  Jesus .  As  he 

cr ied  out  to  Jesus ,  i t  surpr i ses  us  that  Jesus  gave h im assur-

ance of  e tern i ty  even though the  cr imina l  had no chance to 

do anyth ing that  could  deserve  i t .

In  a  s imi lar  way we d iscover  that  we rece ive  something f rom 

God wi thout  work ing for  i t .  Another  s imi lar  s tory  i s  about 

Sau l  who was  a  persecutor  o f  Chr is t ians ,  he  l ived in  oppo-

s i t ion to  Jesus  and yet  he  rece ived undeserved grace f rom 

God,  which brought  about  a  rad ica l  turnaround in  h is  l i fe . 

Th is  same person ,  Pau l ,  now wr i tes  to  the  young church in 

the  c i ty  o f  Ephesus .

WEEK TWO
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“4 Because of  h is  great  love  for  us ,  God ,  who i s 

r ich  in  mercy,  5 made us  a l ive  wi th  Chr is t  even 

when we were  dead in  t ransgress ions—it  i s  by 

grace you have been saved .  8 For  i t  i s  by  grace 

you have been saved ,  through fa i th—and th is  i s 

not  f rom yourse lves ,  i t  i s  the  g i f t  o f  God. ”  

(Ephes ians  2 :4-5,8 )

‘Grace’  i s  a  very  important  term in  the  B ib le .  Grace i s  a  g i f t 

we rece ive ,  not  on the  premise  of  our  own good deeds ,  but 

by  the  unmer i ted  favour  of  God.  I t  i s  a  f ree  g i f t .

 

Today we are  f i l led  wi th  a  deep apprec ia t ion towards  God 

for  not  focus ing on our  mis takes .  H is  favour  pu l l s  us  f rom 

a  mass ive  cur rent  o f  godless  and s in fu l  l iv ing and saves  us 

forever.  (Look at  Ephes ians  2 :1  to  see  the  l i s t ) .

The only  decent  response on our  s ide  i s  to  take  th is  t ruth 

and put  i t  in  the  deepest  o f  our  be ing and begin  to  dec lare 

that  we are  saved only  by  grace . 
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B EG IN  TO  L IST  EVERYTHING  THAT  COMES  TO  MIND  THAT  COULD  BE 

INCLUDED  IN  THE  G I FT  OF  GOD ’S  GRACE  TO  YOU .

“JESUS, I BELIEVE THAT I AM SAVED BY YOUR 
GRACE.”
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EPHES IANS  2 :1 -3

DAY 7

WHAT IS SIN?
Do you remember  what  we learned f rom Paul 

in  Romans 5?

“But  God demonstrates  h is  own 

love for  us  in  th is :  Whi le  we were 

s t i l l  s inners ,  Chr is t  d ied  for  us . ” 

(Romans 5 :8 )

Our  quest ion today i s :  Why are  we re fer red to  as  s inners? 

Let  us  go back  to  the  beginning .  When God created Adam 

and Eve ( in  the  f i r s t  book of  the  B ib le ,  Genes is  1  and 2) ,  He 

gave them access  and permiss ion to  enjoy every  par t  o f  the 

Garden of  Eden ,  exc lud ing the  one forb idden t ree .  Adam and 

Eve were  unable  to  res i s t  and succumbed to  the  temptat ion . 

Th is  caused impl icat ions  for  them and the  res t  o f  mankind . 

We are  a l l  a f fected by  th is  one mis take  they made . 

Pau l  teaches  us  that  th is  negat ive  cur rent  o f  in f luence i s  so 

s t rong that  a l l  o f  humani ty  keeps  on making the  same mis-

takes .

“As  for  you ,  you were  dead in  your  t ransgress ions 

and s ins ,  in  which you used to  l ive  when you 

fo l lowed the  ways  of  th is  world  and of  the  ru ler 

o f  the  k ingdom of  the  a i r,  the  sp i r i t  who i s  now 

at  work  in  those  who are  d isobedient .  A l l  o f  us 

a l so  l ived among them at  one t ime,  grat i fy ing the 

crav ings  of  our  f lesh  and fo l lowing i t s  des i res  and 

thoughts .  L ike  the  res t ,  we were  by  nature  deserv-

ing of  wrath . ”  (Ephes ians  2 :1-3 )

WEEK TWO
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Jesus  a l so  teaches  us  in  Luke 15  that  we are  a l l  s imi lar  to 

the  prodiga l  son who wanted to  do th ings  h is  own way. 

Th is  br ings  us  to  the  bas ic  idea  of  s in :  I t  means  we miss  the 

intent ion of  our  Creator,  namely  to  l ive  in  a  qua l i ty  re la t ion-

sh ip  wi th  Him.

S in  then actua l ly  i s  d i sobedience to  God and i t  causes  us 

to  miss  the  target  that  God intended our  l ives  to  be .  That  i s 

why a l l  o f  us  need grace .  We need Jesus .  We need a  Sav iour. 

Sa lvat ion br ings  us  back  into  re la t ionship  wi th  the  Father 

and saves  us  f rom the cur rent  o f  s in  that  swept  humani ty 

away f rom where  we or ig inated f rom. 

This  i s  what  Jesus  dea l t  wi th  as  He d ied on our  beha l f.  Our 

s ins  are  forg iven!
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“I WANT TO LIVE IN A RESTORED RELATIONSHIP 
WITH JESUS.”
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WR ITE  DOWN A  S IMPLE  SENTENCE  ASK ING  GOD  TO  PUT  YOUR PAST 

BEHIND  YOU  FOREVER .
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COLOSS IANS  2 :13

The idea  of  forg iveness  pa ints  the  p ic ture  where  God looks 

a t  you and l i te ra l ly  removes  a l l  your  past  mis takes  f rom you, 

as  fa r  as  the  east  i s  f rom the west .  You are  so  va luable  to 

Him that  he  i s  wi l l ing  to  separate  you f rom your  s ins ;  look-

ing at  your  va lue  and not  your  mis takes .  Pau l  cont inues  to 

he lp  us  unders tand forg iveness  in  h is  le t ter  to  the  church .

“ 13 When you were  dead in  your  s ins  and in  the 

unc i rcumcis ion of  your  f lesh ,  God made you a l ive 

wi th  Chr is t .  He forgave us  a l l  our  s ins . 

14 hav ing cance l led  the  charge of  our  lega l  indebt-

edness ,  which s tood aga inst  us  and condemned 

us ;  he  has  taken i t  away,  na i l ing  i t  to  the  cross . 

15 And hav ing d isarmed the powers  and author i -

t ies ,  he  made a  publ ic  spectac le  of  them,  t r iumph-

ing over  them by the  cross .  “  (Coloss ians  2 :13-15) 

DAY 8
WEEK TWO

One of  the  greatest  g i f t s  anyone can rece ive 

f rom God,  i s  to  hear  these  words :  “ I  forg ive 

you . ” 

 

“As  far  as  the  east  i s  f rom the west , 

so  far  does  He remove our  t rans-

gress ions  f rom us . ”  (Psa lms 103:12) 

FORGIVEN
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What  th is  d iscovery  means  to  us  i s  that  Jesus  forgave a l l  our 

s ins .  Th is  inc ludes  everyth ing you have done in  the  past  and 

everyth ing you may s t i l l  do  in  the  future !  What  a  thought !

For  me persona l ly,  i t  means  that  the  complete  l i s t  o f  accusa-

t ions  aga inst  me was  dest royed ,  together  wi th  the  gui l t  and 

shame that  accompanies  i t .  Jesus  took the  lega l  note  aga inst 

us ,  wi th  a l l  o f  i t s  accusat ions ,  and pa id  the  fu l l  pr ice  wi th 

His  l i fe .  In  other  words ,  He d ied in  my place! 

God removed the  power  that  s in  used to  have over  us .  We 

are  conquerors  over  s in’s  power  when we rece ive  th is  g i f t  o f 

grace .  That  i s  why we know that  we have been forg iven .  God 

cons iders  you va luable  enough to  put  i r revocable  d is tance 

between you and your  s ins .  In  Him and by  His  power  you 

become a  conqueror.
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“FATHER, I THANK YOU THAT EVERYTHING HAS 
BEEN RESTORED BETWEEN YOU AND ME.”
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COMPLETE  TH IS  SENTENCE  WITH  3-4  RELEVANT  REAL IZAT IONS :  

I  AM  FORGIVEN  OF. . .
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2  CORINT IH IANS  5 :21

   o f  God . ”  (John 1 :12)

We so of ten hear  people  say :  I  am just  a  s inner  saved by 

grace .  Th is  g ives  us  the  impress ion that  they are  bare ly 

surv iv ing;  that  God i s  jus t  to lerat ing us .  But  f rom th is  next 

scr ipture  we d iscover  a  rad ica l ly  d i f ferent  idea .

“Therefore ,  i f  anyone i s  in  Chr is t ,  the  new cre-

at ion has  come:  The old  has  gone ,  the  new is 

here ! ”  (2  Cor inth ians  5 :17 )

I f  anyone assoc iates  wi th ,  ident i f ies  wi th  and be l ieves  in 

Chr is t ,  that  person i s  a  new creat ion .  So,  you are  not  jus t  a 

s inner  saved by  grace ,  no,  you have become a  ch i ld  o f  God! 

I t  i s  a lmost  as  i f  a  l ine  has  been drawn in  the  sand and we 

no longer  s tep over  i t .  We are  new be ings ,  wi th  a  new na-

ture ,  a  new ident i ty
.

Let  me use  my re la t ionship  wi th  my own chi ldren as  an 

example .  They of ten act  or  speak  in  a  way that  could  cause 

d isappointment  or  hur t .  I  do not  te l l  them that  they are 

hopeless  and wi l l  never  become anyth ing worthwhi le  in  l i fe . 

No,  I  te l l  them that  they have our  DNA,  they are  our  ch i ldren 

and therefore  they can deve lop into  a l l  the i r  parents  are  and 

much more! 

DAY 9
WEEK TWO

From John 1 :12  we rea l ize  that  we have be-

come chi ldren of  God.  And so,  people  who 

be l ieve  in  Jesus  exper ience a  conclus ive 

change in  the i r  ident i ty.

“Yet  to  a l l  who d id  rece ive  h im,  to 

those  who be l ieved in  h is  name,  he 

gave the  r ight  to  become chi ldren  

NEW IDENTITY
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This  scenar io  of  our  ident i ty  and assoc iat ion wi th  God i s 

now fur ther  expla ined in  the  next  verse :

“A l l  th is  i s  f rom God,  who reconci led  us  to  h imse l f 

through Chr is t . ”  (2  Cor inth ians  5 :18)

Paul  teaches  us  that  the  qua l i ty  o f  the  res tored re la t ionship 

wi th  God a f f i rms our  ident i ty.  We are  His  ch i ldren .  Let ’s  now 

have a  look  at  one of  the  most  important  scr iptures  in  the 

B ib le  about  your  ident i ty :

“For  our  sake  He ( the  Father )  made Him ( the  Son , 

Jesus)  to  be  s in  who knew no s in ,  so  that  in  Him 

(Chr is t )  we might  become the r ighteousness  of 

God. ”  (2  Cor inth ians  5 :21 )

That  means  Jesus  ident i f ied  wi th  our  o ld  ident i ty  as  s inners , 

and because of  His  sacr i f ice  we have become the r ighteous-

ness  of  God.  Th is  i s  a  very  important  term in  the  new tes ta-

ment .  

Let ’s  look  at  what  i t  means:

1 .  R IGHTNESS  WITH  GOD,  A  QUAL ITY  RELAT IONSHIP,  TO  BE  ACCEPTED.

2 .  I  AM FORGIVEN ,  CLEANSED  FROM S IN ,  A  PURE  CHILD  OF  GOD,

3 .  I  AM RESTORED  TO  H IS  PURPOSE  AND  IDENT ITY .

4 .  I  HAVE  ACCESS  TO  ALL  OF  THE  BLESS INGS  OF  H IS  K INGDOM.

5 .  I  HAVE  AUTHORITY  TO  L IVE  TH IS  L I FE  IN  V ICTORY  AND  CONQUER  THE   

    FORCE  OF  S IN .
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“IN CHRIST JESUS I AM A BRAND-NEW 
CREATION.”
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R EWRITE  2  CORINTHIANS  5 :21  TO  AFF IRM THE  TRUTH  IN  THOSE 

WORDS .
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T I TUS  2 :11

“The grace of  God has  appeared ,  br ing ing sa lva-

t ion for  a l l  people ,  t ra in ing us  to  renounce ungod-

l iness  and world ly  pass ions ,  and to  l ive  se l f-con-

t rol led ,  upr ight ,  and godly  l ives  in  the  present 

age . ”  (Ti tus  2 :11-12)

We have a l ready learned that  the  grace of  God br ings  sa lva-

t ion to  a l l  people .  We wi l l  now d iscover,  through Paul ’s  wr i t-

ings ,  that  grace goes  much fur ther  in  our  l ives .  Grace t ra ins 

us ,  l i ke  a  persona l  t ra iner  in  a  gym,  to  accompl i sh  a  s tandard 

of  l iv ing that  we could  never  have achieved on our  own. 

Let ’s  look  at  the  two d imens ions  of  how grace t ra ins  us .

In  the  f i r s t  ins tance the  grace of  God t ra ins  us  to  renounce 

ungodl iness .  I t  enables  us  to  say  no to  people  or  our  own 

se l f i sh  des i res  which may draw us  back  into  a  l i fe  o f  godless 

l iv ing .  Grace does  not  jus t  t ra in  us  to  say  no to  s in fu l  l iv ing , 

i t  a l so  secondly,  enables  us  to  say  yes  to  something .  Grace 

t ra ins  us  lo  l ive  se l f-control led ,  godly  l ives . 

Pract ica l ly  th is  i s  how i t  works :  As  we learn  more about 

Jesus  and His  va lues ,  we grow the courage and a lso  the 

s t rength to  l ive  wi th  Him and a lso  to  l ive  for  Him.  That  i s 

DAY 10
WEEK TWO

Our las t  d iscovery,  in  th is  week about  grace , 

i s  how i t  empowers  us  to  l ive  godly,  purpose-

fu l  and peacefu l  l ives . 

Let ’s  look  at  the  le t ter  that  Paul  wrote  to 

a  young person by  the  name of  Ti tus ,  who 

came to  be l ieve  in  Jesus  through Paul ’s  tes t i -

mony. 

GRACE EMPOWERS ME
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how we l ive  out  His  purposes  on ear th .

Jesus ,  through grace ,  becomes our  Persona l  Tra iner,  and wi l l 

empower  us  way beyond what  we ever  thought  we could 

achieve .  He wi l l  lead us  in  a  path  that  i s  outs tanding and su-

per ior  to  anyth ing we ever  dreamed we could  become.
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“GRACE EMPOWERS ME TO CHOOSE THE RIGHT 
THINGS IN THIS LIFE.”

AC
TI

ON
 S

TE
PS

L I ST  SOME  OF  THE  POS IT IVE  TH INGS ,  ABOUT  YOUR POTENT IAL , 

THAT  YOU  TRUST  GOD  TO  ACCOMPL ISH  THROUGH H IS  GRACE . 
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We e k  t h r e e  h e l p s  u s  t o  l i v e 

w i t h  a s s u r a n c e  o f  o u r  f a i t h 

f o r  n o w  a n d  f o r  e t e r n i t y . 

W e  d i s c o v e r  a  n e w  w a y 

o f  l i v i n g  i n  H i s  k i n g d o m . 

We  l e a r n  a b o u t  b a p t i s m 

a n d  w e  g e t  t o  k n o w  t h e 

H o l y  S p i r i t .  T h a t  i s  h o w 

w e  a r e  e m p o w e r e d  t o  l i v e 

l i f e  u n d e r  H i s  l e a d e r s h i p .

WEEK
THREE: 
LIVE IN HIS
KINGDOM
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DAY11: ASSURANCE FOR ETERNITY
 
DAY12: A NEW WAY OF LIVING 

DAY13: BAPTISM OF BELIEVERS

DAY14: THE HOLY SPIRIT

DAY15: THE GUIDANCE OF THE 
   HOLY SPIRIT
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JOHN  17 :3

forever?  The only  assurance that  we could  have for  l i fe  a f ter 

death ,  i s  because of  our  fa i th  in  Jesus . 

Many people  fee l  unsure  and fear fu l  whether  future  mis takes 

could  jeopard ize  etern i ty  for  them.  They are  apprehens ive 

about  God re ject ing them and that  they wi l l  for fe i t  e terna l 

l i fe  or  i t  may in f luence the i r  e terna l  future .

How can we know wi th  cer ta inty  that  we wi l l  inher i t  e ter-

na l  l i fe?  We need to  return  to  the  words  of  Jesus  where  He 

establ i shes  a  parad igm about  heaven .

“ 1 A f ter  Jesus  sa id  th is ,  he  looked toward heaven 

and prayed:  “Father,  the  hour  has  come.  G lor i fy 

your  Son ,  that  your  Son may g lor i fy  you . 
2 For  you granted h im author i ty  over  a l l  people 

that  he  might  g ive  eterna l  l i fe  to  a l l  those  you 

have g iven h im.  3 Now th is  i s  e terna l  l i fe :  that 

they know you,  the  only  t rue  God,  and Jesus 

Chr is t ,  whom you have sent . ”  (John 17:1-3 )

From these  words  of  Jesus ,  we determine that  Jesus  g ives 

eterna l  l i fe ,  i t  i s  a  g i f t  that  you could  rece ive  wi th  cer ta inty. 

We a lso  d iscover  that  e terna l  l i fe  i s  a  s ta te  of  qua l i ty  re la-

DAY 11
WEEK THREE

We are  in  week three  and we wi l l  get  to  un-

ders tand that  we can l ive  wi th  assurance of 

our  fa i th  and a lso  how to  fu l ly  sur render  to 

Jesus  and His  l i fe .

D id  you know that  when we d ie ,  our  body 

wi l l  separate  f rom our  sp i r i t ?  D id  you know 

that  your  body wi l l  per i sh ,  but  you wi l l  l ive 

ASSURANCE FOR ETERNITY
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t ionship  wi th  God,  ra ther  than jus t  a  p lace .  The same author, 

who was  a l so  known as  the  be loved d isc ip le  wrote  in  anoth-

er  le t ter  about  th is  mat ter :

“Dear  f r iends ,  now we are  ch i ldren of  God,  and 

what  we wi l l  be  has  not  yet  been made known. 

But  we know that  when Chr is t  appears ,  we sha l l 

be  l i ke  h im,  for  we sha l l  see  h im as  he  i s . ”  ( 1  John 

3 :2 )

I t  s tar ts  wi th  the  assurance that  we are  ch i ldren of  God.  And 

then cont inues  to  assure  us ,  that  due to  the  persona l  knowl-

edge and exper ience of  our  congruence wi th  God,  our  e ter-

na l  future  i s  def ined .  That  means  that  e terna l  l i fe  s tar ts  now, 

but  we wi l l  exper ience the  fu l lness  and depth thereof  when 

we d ie  as  God’s  ch i ldren .

We do not  know when and how Jesus  wi l l  re turn ,  but  we 

know that  we wi l l  be  secure  in  our  re la t ionship  wi th  Him.
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“THANK YOU JESUS THAT I WILL LIVE WITH YOU 
FOREVER.”

go.doxadeo.org/grow11 49

https://go.doxadeo.org/grow11


AC
TI

ON
 S

TE
PS

CONS IDER  SOME  OF  YOUR FEARS  ABOUT  ETERNITY  AND  WRITE 

DOWN YOUR GRAT ITUDE  AS  STATED  IN  THE  AFF IRMAT ION  FOR 

TODAY.
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GALAT IANS  2 :20

   God ,  who loved me and gave  

        h imse l f  for  me. ”  (Ga la t ians  2 :20)

 

The foundat ion of  the  above Scr ipture  i s  in  the  las t  l ine : 

‘Jesus  loves  me and He gave Himsel f  up for  me. ’   I f  th is  then 

i s  God ’s  foundat ion of  His  in i t ia t ive  to  me,  how am I  to  react 

then? 

Paul  speaks  to  the  church of  Ga lat ia  here ,  s t ipu la t ing that 

he  has  been cruc i f ied  wi th  Chr is t .  Ok ,  wai t  a  b i t  here ,  how 

could  he be  cruc i f ied  i f  he  i s  s t i l l  b reath ing and very  much 

a l ive?  What  was  he say ing?  I  be l ieve  he re fers  to  a  l i fe  that  i s 

sur rendered to  Jesus .

In  my own exper ience I  have d iscovered that  when you be-

come engul fed  wi th  God’s  love  for  you ,  that  in  response to 

that  love ,  you would  a l so  want  to  l ive  for  Him.  I  cer ta in ly 

want  to  lay  down my l i fe  for  Him. 

Jesus  pa id  the  pr ice  and each one of  us  were  inc luded in 

that  sacr i f ice .  Th is  br ings  c lar i ty  to  Paul ’s  s ta tement :  ‘ I  no 

longer  l ive’.  H is  ent i re  l i fe  was  sur rendered to  the  purposes 

and va lues  of  Jesus . 

DAY 12

We wi l l  cont inue to  ta lk  about  the  idea  of  l i fe 

today.  Let ’s  look  at  one of  the  most  famous 

scr iptures  in  the  New Testament .

“ I  have been cruc i f ied  wi th  Chr is t 

and I  no longer  l ive ,  but  Chr is t 

l ives  in  me.  The l i fe  I  now l ive  in 

the  body,  I  l ive  by  fa i th  in  the  Son  

A NEW WAY OF LIVING

WEEK THREE

go.doxadeo.org/grow12 51

https://go.doxadeo.org/grow12


Remember  that  Paul  was  a  bus iness  owner  and an ord inary 

man.  He re fers  to  h is  normal  ex is tence when he says :  ‘ Th is 

l i fe  that  I  now l ive ,  I  l ive  by  fa i th  in  the  Son of  God ’. 

Today i s  an  ext remely  important  day  on our  journey to  grow 

in  a  re la t ionship  wi th  Jesus .  He i s  not  jus t  our  Sav iour,  Jesus 

i s  a l so  our  Lord .  “Lord”  impl ies  that  He i s  our  owner.  Th is 

i s  a  very  important  term in  the  B ib le .  I t  suggests  that  every 

par t  o f  our  l ives  be long to  Him and we l ive  wi th  Him but  we 

a lso  l ive  for  Him. 

To a l low Jesus  to  be  Lord  of  our  l ives  s imply  means  that  ev-

ery  dec is ion of  what  we do and how we do i t  i s  measured by 

th is  quest ion:  “Wi l l  th is  dec is ion be pleas ing to  the  Lord?” 

Today i s  a  day  of  sur render.  Are  you ready to  a l low God to 

become the anchor  of  your  L i fe?
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“LORD JESUS, I KNOW THAT YOU LOVE ME, 
THEREFORE I WANT TO LIVE FOR YOU.”
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L I ST  YOUR RESPONSIB IL I T I ES  AND  CORE  RELAT IONSHIPS .  THAT  IS 

WHERE  THE  VALUES  OF  J ESUS  WILL  BECOME  EV IDENT .
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MATTHEW 28 :19

                       SOMEONE  WHO L IVES  IN  RELAT IONSHIP  WITH  J ESUS .

              SOMEONE  WHO L IVES  OUT  THE  PURPOSES  OF  J ESUS .

His  d isc ip les  went  through a  publ ic  demonstrat ion to  prove 

that  they were  indeed His  fo l lowers  by  execut ing what  the 

B ib le  ca l l s  bapt i sm.  Jesus  h imse l f  was  a l so  bapt ized .  At  the 

end of  His  l i fe  he  commanded His  d isc ip les  to  make d isc i -

ples  o f  a l l  men,  bapt iz ing them in  the  name of  the  Father, 

the  Son and the  Holy  Sp i r i t .

“Therefore  go and make d isc ip les  o f  a l l  nat ions , 

bapt iz ing them in  the  name of  the  Father  and of 

the  Son and of  the  Holy  Sp i r i t . ”  (Mat thew 28:19)

In  the  Book of  Acts  we read how many people  responded to 

th is  commandment  of  Jesus .  In  most  cases ,  the  new d isc i -

ples  were  immediate ly  bapt ized . 

(See  th is  long l i s t  o f  examples  of  new fol lowers  of  Jesus  who 

were  bapt ized in  Acts  2 :37-41 ,  8 :5-13 ,  8 :36-38 ,  9 :10-12 , 

9 :17-19,  10 :47-48 ,  16 :13-15,  16 :27-34,  18 :5-8 ,  19 :1-5,  22 :14-17)

DAY 13

The fo l lowers  of  Jesus  were  re fer red to  as  His 

d isc ip les .  What  does  i t  mean to  dec lare  Jesus 

as  Lord  of  your  l i fe?  What  does  i t  mean to  be 

a  d isc ip le  o f  Jesus?

SOMEONE  WHO STUDIES  THE  TEACHINGS  OF  J ESUS .

SOMEONE  WHO FOLLOWS THE  VALUES  OF  J ESUS .

BAPTISM OF BELIEVERS

WEEK THREE
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So,  i f  you a lso  want  to  be  bapt ized ,  how would  that  work?  A 

mature  Chr is t ian  would  gather  your  f r iends ,  fami ly  and peo-

ple  f rom the church fami ly.  You would  then be submerged 

into  the  water  in  the  name of  the  Father,  the  Son and the 

Holy  Sp i r i t ,  as  descr ibed in  Mat thew 28:19.  I t  i s  a  publ ic  dec-

larat ion of  a  sp i r i tua l  rea l i ty.

Bapt i sm has  a  very  r ich  meaning .  The sp i r i tua l  rea l i ty  that  i s 

expressed in  th is  pract ica l  act ion i s  found in  Romans 6 :3-4 :

“ 3 Or  don’ t  you know that  a l l  o f  us  who were 

bapt ized into  Chr is t  Jesus  were  bapt ized into 

h is  death?  4 We were  therefore  bur ied  wi th  h im 

through bapt i sm into  death  in  order  that ,  jus t  as 

Chr is t  was  ra i sed f rom the dead through the  g lory 

of  the  Father,  we too may l ive  a  new l i fe . ”  

(Romans 6 :3-4)

As  people  who be l ieve  in  Jesus ,  we are  convinced that  we 

d ied wi th  Him and that  we were  ra i sed f rom the dead wi th 

Him.  And that  i s  why be l ievers  want  to  demonstrate  th is 

sp i r i tua l  rea l i ty  wi th  a  pract ica l  and publ ic  act  o f  bapt i sm.

We encourage you then to  cons ider  to  be  bapt ized .  P lease 

contact  any Doxa Deo church for  more  in format ion and as-

s i s tance in  regards  to  th is  dec is ion .  (www.doxadeo.org)
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“JESUS, I’VE BEEN BAPTIZED WITH YOU AND I 
HAVE BEEN RAISED TO A NEW LIFE.”
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WR ITE  DOWN YOUR OBSERVAT IONS  AS  YOU  READ  THE  EXAMPLES 

OF  PEOPLE  WHO WERE  BAPT IZED  IN  THE  BOOK  OF  ACTS .
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JOHN  14 :16-17

who were  there  saw how the Holy  Sp i r i t  came and res ted on 

Him. 

Then as  Jesus  s tar ted His  min is t ry  in  Luke 4 :18 ,  He made i t 

c lear  that  i t  i s  the  Holy  Sp i r i t  who empowers  Him to  do the 

work  of  His  Father.

Th is  important  top ic  br ings  us  now to  the  end of  Jesus ’  min-

is t ry  where  He began to  prepare  His  d isc ip les  for  the  rea l i ty 

that  He would  not  be  on ear th  forever. 

“Tru ly  I  te l l  you ,  i t  i s  for  your  good that  I  am go-

ing away.  Unless  I  go away,  the  Advocate  wi l l  not 

come to  you;  but  i f  I  go,  I  wi l l  send h im to  you . ” 

(John 16 :7 )

Thousands  of  years  la ter  we see  that  i t  i s  s t i l l  good for  us 

that  Jesus  i s  no longer  phys ica l ly  on th is  p lanet .  Why?  Be-

cause Jesus  impl ic i t ly  s ta ted that  the  Advocate  ( the  Holy 

Sp i r i t )  wi l l  not  come unless  He goes  back  to  heaven . 

Jesus  made th is  promise  which i s  s t i l l  re levant  and import-

ant  to  us  today;  that  the  Holy  Sp i r i t  wi l l  come and empower 

us  to  l ive  as  His  d isc ip les . 

DAY 14

In  our  f i r s t  week ,  we d iscovered that  God i s 

revea led to  us  as  the  Father,  the  Son and the 

Holy  Sp i r i t .  Today we take  a  look  at  the  3rd 

person in  the  Godhead ,  the  Holy  Sp i r i t . 

The f i r s t  t ime in  the  New Testament  that  we 

read about  the  Holy  Sp i r i t  was  when Jesus 

was  bapt ized in  Mat thew 3 :16 .  The people 

THE HOLY SPIRIT

WEEK THREE
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He wi l l  l ive  in  us  and never  leave us .  P lease  s tudy th is  scr ip-

ture  wi th  me:

“ 16 And I  wi l l  ask  the  Father,  and he wi l l  g ive  you 

another  advocate  to  he lp  you and be wi th  you 

forever,  17the  Sp i r i t  o f  t ruth .  The world  cannot  ac-

cept  h im,  because i t  ne i ther  sees  h im nor  knows 

h im.  But  you know him,  for  he  l ives  wi th  you and 

wi l l  be  in  you .  18 I  wi l l  not  leave you as  orphans ;  I 

wi l l  come to  you .

25 “A l l  th is  I  have spoken whi le  s t i l l  wi th  you .  26 But 

the  Advocate ,  the  Holy  Sp i r i t ,  whom the Father 

wi l l  send in  my name,  wi l l  teach you a l l  th ings 

and wi l l  remind you of  everyth ing I  have sa id  to 

you .  27 Peace I  leave  wi th  you;  my peace I  g ive 

you . ”  (John 14 :16-18 ,  25-27)

Cons ider  the  task  of  an  advocate  in  a  court  o f  law.  An ad-

vocate  ass i s ts  us  and speaks  on our  beha l f  when we do not 

have the  knowledge or  the  sk i l l  to  defend ourse lves .  Th is  i s 

the  p ic ture  that  th is  scr ipture  pa ints  about  the  Holy  Sp i r i t . 

He s tands  next  to  me,  He he lps  me. 

Some of  the  other  t rans la t ions  ta lks  about  the  Comforter.  He 

car r ies  us  and makes  us  s t ronger  than we would  be  on our 

own.  Jesus  promised that  the  Holy  Sp i r i t  would  be  wi th  us 

forever.  He actua l ly  a l so  promised that  He would  come and 

l ive  in  us .  That  means  that  God res ides  in  us  as  normal  hu-

man be ings  through h is  Holy  Sp i r i t .  That  i s  how we are  able 

to  exper ience the  ex is tence of  God in  our  natura l  s ta te . 

The Holy  Sp i r i t  fur ther  wants  to  become the teacher  that  we 

need in  l i fe .  He reminds  us  of  the  words  Jesus  taught .  He 

establ i shes  the  va lues  of  Chr is t  in  us .  (See  the  f ru i t  o f  the 

Sp i r i t  in  Ga lat ians  5 :22)
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“THANK YOU JESUS FOR THE PROMISE OF YOUR 
HOLY SPIRIT.”
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MAKE  A  L IST  OF  ALL  THE  AREAS  IN  YOUR L I FE  WHERE  YOU  WOULD 

LOVE  THE  COUNSEL  OF  THE  HOLY  SP IR IT .

In  the  las t  l ine  of  th is  scr ipture  Jesus  now promises  that 

through the  g i f t  o f  the  Holy  Sp i r i t  we wi l l  have His  peace for 

everyth ing that  we may encounter  in  l i fe .  Th is  top ic  has  so 

much more that  we would  want  to  share  wi th  you .  We en-

courage you to  contact  any of  our  Doxa Deo campuses  on 

www.doxadeo.org  i f  you need us  to  teach you more about 

the  wonder fu l  promise  of  the  Holy  Sp i r i t .
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MATTHEW 28 :19

   and in  a l l  Judea and Samar ia ,  and 

   to  the  ends  of  the  ear th . ”  (Acts  1 :8 )

This  i s  a  promise  Jesus  made ,  which s tands  for  a l l  e tern i ty 

and inc ludes  a l l  H is  ch i ldren .

The people  in  the  f i r s t  church ,  as  recorded in  the  book of 

Acts  chapter  two,  were  pray ing together  and were  f i l led  wi th 

the  Sp i r i t ,  jus t  as  Jesus  promised .  What  i s  as tounding i s  that 

S imon Peter,  who denied Jesus  three  t imes  in  publ ic  to  save 

h is  own l i fe ,  now suddenly  had the  courage to  s tand in  f ront 

o f  thousands  of  people  proc la iming that  Jesus  l ives .  Th is  i s 

ev idence of  how the empowerment  of  the  Holy  Sp i r i t  can 

change a  person .  He then made th is  comment  a t  the  end of 

h is  speech:

“ 38 Peter  repl ied ,  “Repent  and be bapt ized ,  every 

one of  you ,  in  the  name of  Jesus  Chr is t  for  the 

forg iveness  of  your  s ins .  And you wi l l  rece ive  the 

g i f t  o f  the  Holy  Sp i r i t .  39 The promise  i s  for  you 

and your  ch i ldren and for  a l l  who are  far  o f f-- for 

a l l  whom the Lord  our  God wi l l  ca l l . ”  

(Acts  2 :38-39)

DAY 15

I t  i s  c lear  f rom Scr ipture  that  Jesus  needed 

the  Holy  Sp i r i t  for  a l l  He accompl ished .   I t 

should  be  obv ious  then ,  that  we a lso  need 

the  Holy  Sp i r i t  in  the  same way. 

“You wi l l  rece ive  power  when the 

Holy  Sp i r i t  comes on you;  and you 

wi l l  be  my wi tnesses  in  Jerusa lem,

THE GUIDANCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

WEEK THREE
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We are  inc luded in  th is  promise!  My own s tory  tes t i f ies  to 

th is  as  I  had a  very  s imi lar  exper ience a f ter  I  asked Jesus 

to  f i l l  me wi th  the  Holy  Sp i r i t  as  i s  promised here  in  Acts 

2 .  That  i s  why we encourage you today to  ask  the  Father  in 

heaven to  do the  same for  you ,  to  a l so  f i l l  you wi th  the  fu l l -

ness  of  His  Holy  Sp i r i t .

 

We have one more d imens ion about  the  Holy  Sp i r i t  that  we 

need to  d iscuss .  The empowered l i fe  o f  a  d isc ip le  o f  Jesus 

i s  a  l i fe  that  l ives  f rom the source  of  the  in f luence of  the 

Holy  Sp i r i t .  That  means  that  you l ive  under  His  d i rect ion and 

leadersh ip .

“S ince we l ive  by  the  Sp i r i t ,  le t  us  keep in  s tep 

wi th  the  Sp i r i t . ”  (Ga la t ians  5 :25)

This  i s  the  best  p lace  to  be  as  a  fo l lower  of  Jesus :  l iv ing 

under  the  leadersh ip  in f luence ,  jus t  l i ke  Jesus ,  o f  the  Holy 

Sp i r i t .

You are  so  welcome to  reach out  to  one of  our  campuses 

on www.doxadeo.org  and we would  love  to  pray  wi th  you in 

th is  regard .
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“HOLY SPIRIT, I DESIRE YOUR LEADERSHIP IN MY 
LIFE.”
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L I ST  SOME  OF  THE  B IGGEST  DEC IS IONS  AWAIT ING  YOU  IN  THE 

NEXT  SEASON  WHERE  YOU  WOULD  LOVE  THE  LEADERSHIP  OF  THE 

HOLY  SP IR IT .
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THE 
EMPOWERED 

LIFE OF A 
DISCIPLE OF 

JESUS IS A LIFE 
THAT LIVES 
FROM THE 

SOURCE OF 
THE INFLUENCE 

OF THE HOLY 
SPIRIT.
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I n  t h e  l a s t  w e e k ,  o f  y o u r 

f i r s t  s t e p s  i n t o  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p 

w i t h  y o u r  F a t h e r ,  w e  l o o k  a t 

t h e  ‘ w h a t  n o w ? ’  q u e s t i o n . 

We  l e a r n  a b o u t  h a b i t s  l i k e 

r e a d i n g  t h e  B i b l e ,  p r a y i n g 

a n d  b e i n g  a  p a r t  o f  a  f a i t h 

c o m m u n i t y .  We  a l s o  a r e 

r e m i n d e d  o f  w h a t  t o  d o 

w h e n  w e  m a k e  m i s t a k e s . 

T h e n  w e  c l o s e  t h i s  t i m e 

t o g e t h e r  a s  w e  d i s c o v e r 

h o w  t o  r e p r e s e n t  J e s u s 

h e r e  o n  e a r t h .

WEEK
FOUR: 
LIFESTYLE
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JOHN  14 :23

DAY 16

THE WORD OF GOD
This  i s  the  las t  week of  your  f i r s t  s teps  into  a 

qua l i ty  re la t ionship  wi th  your  Father  in  heav-

en .  We wi l l  cons ider  a  few of  the  ‘what  now ’ 

quest ions  f rom here  on .  We wi l l  look  at  some 

habi ts ,  g ive  encouragement  and d iscuss  the 

impl icat ions  of  what  i t  means  to  be  a  fo l low-

er  o f  Jesus .

We s tar t  wi th  the  importance of  the  B ib le  in  your  l i fe  … the 

Word of  God.  We are  so  pr iv i leged to  have the  B ib le  ava i lable 

in  pr inted format  as  wel l  as  on l ine .  Remember  to  download 

the  B ib le  on your  dev ices  a t : 

      (h t tps : / /www.youvers ion .com/the-b ib le-app/ )
 

Pau l  wr i tes  to  a  young fol lower  of  Jesus  wi th  the  name of 

Timothy:

“A l l  Scr ipture  i s  God-breathed and i s  usefu l  for 

teaching ,  rebuk ing ,  cor rect ing and t ra in ing in 

r ighteousness ,  so  that  the  servant  o f  God may be 

thoroughly  equipped for  every  good work . ”  

(2  Timothy 3 :16-17)

Scr ipture  i s  God-breathed ,  meaning that  God wants  to  use 

everyth ing in  the  Scr ipture  to  breathe His  l i fe  in to  you and 

me. 
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The tools  He wi l l  use  are  teaching ,  rebuk ing ,  cor rect ing and 

t ra in ing in  r ighteousness .  Then He g ives  us  the  purpose of 

B ib le  s tudy:  ‘So  that  the  servant  o f  God can be thoroughly 

equipped for  every  good work ’.

The reason we s tudy the  B ib le  i s  for  our  own fu l l  equipp ing . 

We rece ive  encouragement ,  wisdom and learn  how to  make 

qua l i ty  dec is ion for  everyday l i fe .  I  d i scovered that  I  cannot 

a f ford  to  l ive  my l i fe  wi thout  a  da i ly  habi t  o f  read ing and 

s tudy ing the  B ib le . 

You may ask :  “Where  do I  s tar t? ”  As  people  who fol low Jesus 

we read everyth ing through the  lens  of  the  New Testament , 

which i s  the  la t ter  par t  o f  the  B ib le .  That  i s  where  the  s tory 

of  Jesus  s tar ts .  A  very  good book to  s tar t  wi th  i s  the  book 

of  John.  Thereaf ter  s tudy the  New Testament  book by  book 

before  moving to  the  Old  Testament .  

Another  quest ion may be:  “Which t rans la t ion should  I  use?” 

There  are  many f ree  t rans la t ions  and commentar ies  ava i l -

able  on www.b iblehub.com.   There  are  d i f ferent  k inds  of 

t rans la t ions . 

1 .  L i tera l  t rans la t ions  focus  on a  word by  word 

t rans la t ion f rom the or ig ina l  language .

2 .  Modern or  paraphrased t rans la t ions  capture  the 

essence of  the  verse  or  the  paragraph .

I t  i s  wise  to  a lways  read l i te ra l  t rans la t ions  l i ke  the  New In-

ternat iona l  Vers ion (NIV)  or  the  1953 Af r ikaanse Bybel  (OAV) 

when you use  modern or  paraphrased B ib les  l i ke  the  Mes-

sage B ib le  or  the  L iv ing B ib le .

One of  my favour i te  scr iptures  in  th is  regard  i s :

“Jesus  answered and sa id  to  h im,  “ I f  anyone loves 

Me,  he  wi l l  keep My word;  and My Father  wi l l  love 

h im,  and We wi l l  come to  h im and make Our  home 

wi th  h im. ”  (John 14 :23)
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DOWNLOAD YOUR OWN B IBLE  APP  TODAY  OR  GO  AND  BUY  

YOUR OWN B IBLE .

“LORD, I LIVE IN YOUR WORD EVERY DAY.”

We have spoken qui te  a  lo t  about  God’s  love  for  us .  Now 

God asks  us  to  demonstrate  our  love  for  Him by s tudy ing 

His  Word and obeying Scr ipture .  As  a  young Chr is t ian  I  t r ied 

to  memor ize  one scr ipture  every  day.  I t  was  as  s imple  as 

jus t  wr i t ing  i t  down and car ry ing i t  a round wi th  me.  As  you 

memor ize  what  i t  says  and where  i t  i s  in  the  B ib le ,  you wi l l 

beg in  to  see  the  impact  o f  the  B ib le  in  your  own l i fe .

Look at  the  promise  in  John 14 :23  aga in .  We know that  God 

loves  us  uncondi t iona l ly.  But  we learn  here  that  our  expe-

r ience of  His  love  wi l l  g row to  a  whole  new intens i ty  as  we 

s tudy and l ive  in  the  Word of  God.

Remember  your  da i ly  a f f i rmat ion .
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JOHN  14 :13

DAY 17

PRAYER
A re la t ionship  wi th  our  Father  in  heaven i s 

based on regular  conversat ion wi th  Him. 

This  i s  s imi lar  to  a  good f r iendship  that  you 

may have wi th  someone you love .  You have 

regular  conversat ions ,  somet imes  short  and 

somet imes  long chats ,  which happen at  reg-

u lar  in terva ls .  See  how Jesus  re fers  to  us  as 

h is  f r iends : 

“ Ins tead I  have ca l led  you f r iends ,  for  everyth ing 

that  I  learned f rom my Father  I  have made known 

to  you . ”  (John 15:15)  

When we rea l ize  that  prayer  i s  an  act iv i ty  o f  f r iendship,  we 

rea l ize  that  i t  i s  jus t  conversat ion wi th  our  God.

What  do you th ink  Paul  meant  when he wrote  in  1  Thessa lo-

n ians  5 :17:  “Pray  cont inua l ly ”?

A l l  o f  us  constant ly  ta lk  to  ourse lves  in  our  minds .   We know 

i t  as  se l f- ta lk .  I f  you s tar t  each of  these  conversat ions  wi th 

‘Father ’,  you are  wel l  on your  way to  learn ing how to  pray 

cont inua l ly !  Pray ing cont inua l ly  does  not  mean you should 

spend your  ent i re  day  s i t t ing  somewhere  and pray ing .  I t 

ra ther  re fers  to  a  pract ica l  way to  involve  God in  your  day to 

day thoughts .  When you inc lude Him in  every  thought ,  your 

se l f- ta lk  wi l l  turn  into  God ta lk ! 

Jesus  taught  the  same th ing when he sa id  in  Mat thew 6:9 

that  our  prayers  should  s tar t  wi th  ‘Our  Father. ’  Jesus  a l so 

demonstrated prayer  as  a  cr i t ica l  par t  o f  His  re la t ionship 

wi th  His  Father. 
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Jesus  showed us  the  va lue  of  regular  re t reats  where  we are 

a lone to  have deep conversat ion wi th  God.

“But  when you pray,  go into  your  room,  c lose  the 

door  and pray  to  your  Father,  who i s  unseen .  Then 

your  Father,  who sees  what  i s  done in  secret ,  wi l l 

reward you in  the  open . ”  (Mat thew 6:6 )

I t  i s  c lear  that  prayer  behind c losed doors  i s  not  jus t  th ink-

ing ,  i t  i s  ta lk ing .  Th is  sounds  obv ious  but  many people  s t i l l 

need to  learn  how to  actua l ly  ta lk  to  God.  Let  me g ive  you a 

s imple  method to  s tar t  a  l i fe  o f  prayer.  I  love  to  do i t  whi le 

I  am reading the  B ib le  because i t  i s  a  good opt ion to  pray 

through what  we read in  the  scr iptures .

Let ’s  use  Psa lm 23  as  an example .  Verse  1  says :  ‘ The Lord  i s 

my shepherd . ’  Let ’s  put  the  word ‘Father ’  in  f ront  o f  i t :  ‘ Fa-

ther,  you are  my shepherd . ’  Th is  immediate ly  turns  what  I 

am reading into  a  conversat ion .  You could  then go one s tep 

fur ther  and ask  your  Father  to  he lp  you unders tand what  i t 

means  that  He i s  your  Shepherd .  Pray ing the  scr iptures  l i ke 

th is  g ives  the  Holy  Sp i r i t  the  opportuni ty  to  then respond. 

He wi l l  f i l l  your  mind wi th  thoughts  about  how God wants  to 

be  your  Shepherd .

A  very  good next  s tep i s  then to  take  th is  prayer  and apply  i t 

to  a l l  the  pract ica l  cha l lenges  of  your  l i fe .  For  ins tance:  Fa-

ther,  shepherd me wi th  my respons ib i l i t ies  a t  home.  Father, 

shepherd me wi th  my respons ib i l i t ies  a t  work .  Father,  shep-

herd me in  every  area  of  my l i fe .

The las t  important  d iscovery  about  prayer  i s  that  we must 

pray  in  the  Name of  Jesus :

“And I  wi l l  do whatever  you ask  in  my name,  so 

that  the  Father  may be g lor i f ied  in  the  Son . ”  

(John 14 :13 ) 72
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WR ITE  DOWN A  S IMPLE  PRAYER  AND  READ  I T  OUT  ALOUD AS  YOU 

BEG IN  TO  PRACT ICE  TALK ING  TO  GOD.

“FATHER, I THANK YOU THAT I CAN TALK TO YOU 
IN EVERY MOMENT OF MY DAY.”

We love to  end a l l  our  prayers  wi th  th is  s ta tement :  ‘ In  the 

name of  Jesus ,  Amen. ’  The word ‘Amen’  jus t  means:  Let  i t  be 

done . 

Pray ing in  the  Name of  Jesus  actua l ly  means  that  we pray  in 

a l ignment  wi th  His  purposes  for  our  l ives .  I t  a l so  means  that 

we pray  on beha l f  o f  H is  reputat ion .  Th is  g ives  us  the  bold-

ness  to  ask  anyth ing ,  whether  i t  seems ins ign i f icant  or  ex-

t reme.  As  we a l ign our  prayers  wi th  His  purposes  and plans , 

we know that  He wi l l  g ive  us  what  we ask  for !
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EPHES IANS  4 :16

DAY 18

CHURCH LIFE
Heal thy  church l i fe  i s  an  integra l  par t  o f  our 

sp i r i tua l  walk  wi th  God,  jus t  as  important  as 

B ib le  s tudy and prayer.  Our  re la t ionship  wi th 

Jesus  i s  expressed in  re la t ionships  wi th  other 

be l ievers .

 A l low me to  encourage you wi th  some rea-

sons  to  l ive  in  sp i r i tua l  communi ty.

1 .  We need support  and encouragement  on th is  journey 

wi th  Jesus .  Our  fe l lowship  wi th  fe l low be l ievers  i s  c ruc ia l . 

Pau l  o f ten spoke of  us  be ing members  of  one another  l i ke 

the  d i f ferent  par ts  o f  our  body be long together.  You can 

read th is  in  Ephes ians  4 :16 .

2 .  Your  growth and your  deve lopment  i s  acce lerated in 

the  body of  Chr is t  ( the  Church) .  Ephes ians  4 :16  te l l s  us  that 

as  we are  jo ined together  the  body of  Chr is t  wi l l  ‘ bu i ld  i t se l f 

up  in  love . ’  Our  God-exper ience i s  r ich ly  enhanced when we 

regular ly  meet  wi th  other  be l ievers  for  B ib le  S tudy,  worsh ip 

and to  do outreaches  together. 

3 .  Together  we a lso  br ing l ight  to  our  world .  As  a  team 

we max imize  the  pos i t ive  in f luence of  our  fa i th  in  soc iety. 

Mat thew 5:14  “You are  the  l ight  o f  the  world .  A  town bui l t  on 

a  h i l l  cannot  be  h idden . ”   The church becomes the  l ight  that 

sh ines  on others  through i t s  people .

Here  are  a  few pract ica l  t ips  as  you become a  par t  o f  a 

hea l thy  church:
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In  Acts  2 :4 2-47  we read that  the  f i r s t  group of  be l ievers  met 

regular ly  in  two d i f ference spaces .  The f i r s t  was  to  gather 

regular ly  in  pr ivate  homes .  Th is  was  due to  the i r  need for 

fe l lowship.   The second was  in  the  temple  where  they could 

hear  the  teaching of  the  apost les .

We can enjoy the  church in  the  same way today.  We meet 

weekly  in  la rger  groups  (most ly  on a  Sunday)  as  the  church , 

to  worsh ip  and be taught  f rom the Word .  But  then church-

l i fe  reaches  i t s  fu l l  potent ia l  as  we a lso  meet  weekly  in  smal l 

groups . 

Chr is t ians  are  by  no means  per fect !  Be  prepared that  some-

t imes  people  wi l l  d i sappoint  you but  the  body of  Chr is t  i s 

the  best  p lace  to  grow together.

A  las t  observat ion i s  that  the  church does  not  ex is t  for  i t se l f, 

but  for  the  communi ty.  The fe l lowship  and the  sense  of  fam-

i ly  has  a  much b igger  purpose .  A  hea l thy  church has  a  great 

impact  on i t s  communi ty  and c i ty.  Jesus  and His  K ingdom 

is  made v is ib le  to  people  through the  church in  our  c i ty ’s 

homes and workplaces  and other  organizat ions .  That  i s  why 

we be l ieve  in  the  church!
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L I ST  THE  ACT IV I T I ES  OF  THE  1ST  CHURCH IN  READ  ACTS  2 :42-47 . 

SHARE  I T  WITH  ANOTHER  PERSON .

“I AM AN ACTIVE PARTICIPATOR IN A LIFE-GIVING 
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST.”
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1  JOHN  1 :9

DAY 19

IF I STUMBLE AGAIN
Every  be l iever  wi l l  come to  a  p lace  in  the i r 

sp i r i tua l  walk  where  they you wi l l  make mis-

takes  or  even s t ruggle  wi th  doubt . 

We have a l ready establ i shed prev ious ly  that 

we are  the  ch i ldren of  God.  That  i s  our  iden-

t i ty.  That  does  not  mean that  we wi l l  not 

make mis takes .  When we s in ,  i t  i s  normal  to 
fee l  gu i l ty  and want  to  run away to  h ide  somewhere  l i ke 

Adam and Eve d id .  I t  i s  important  that  we d iscover  the  va lue 

of  ra ther  running to  Jesus  and not  away f rom Him. 

“ I f  we confess  our  s ins ,  he  i s  fa i th fu l  and jus t  and 

wi l l  forg ive  us  our  s ins  and pur i fy  us  f rom a l l  un-

r ighteousness . ”  ( 1  John 1 :9 )
. 

We need to  a l low God to  address  our  s ins ,  forg ive  us  and 

pur i fy  us  as  He promised in  th is  verse .  What  a  wonder fu l 

assurance!  A  ch i ld  who knows that  h is  fa ther  loves  h im,  wi l l 

run to  h im when he has  made a  mis take .  We have th is  guar-

antee  in  our  hear ts  that  our  Father  i s  the  only  one who can 

he lp  us .

You may have a  quest ion about  how to  handle  your  old 

f r iendship  c i rc les?  There  could  be  f r iends  and places  that 

could  pu l l  you down i f  you are  not  s t rong enough to  res i s t 

the  temptat ions .  I t  would  be  a  good idea  to  spend as  much 

t ime as  poss ib le  wi th  other  be l ievers  unt i l  you are  s t rong 

enough to  manage wi th  old  f r iends .  For  future  re ference 

you def in i te ly  want  to  s tay  connected to  your  old  f r iends , 

because they a lso  need the  new l i fe  that  Jesus  g ives .  And 

maybe your  s tory  wi l l  be  an ins t rument  in  Jesus ’  hands  to 

reach them.
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Wel l ,  now we a lso  need to  ta lk  about  doubt .  I s  i t  normal  to 

somet imes  doubt  whether  God rea l ly  ex is ts  or  i f  you are  re-

a l ly  His  ch i ld?  We read the  encourag ing s tory  of  Thomas in 

John chapter  20.  Thomas re fused to  be l ieve ,  un less  he  could 

actua l ly  see  the  ev idence in  f ront  o f  h im and fee l  the  scars . 

Jesus  d id  not  turn  h im away or  scold  h im due to  h is  unbe-

l ie f,  but  inv i ted  h im to  come c lose  and rece ive  the  ev idence 

that  he  needed .  We encourage you to  run to  God whenever 

you have s imi lar  doubts . 

The enemy des i res  to  use  your  gu i l t  and doubt  as  a  weapon 

aga inst  you .  You have the  l iber ty  to  ask  your  Father  for  ev i -

dence ,  which He wi l l  cer ta in ly  supply.  God uses  people  and 

that  i s  why s tay ing connected to  other  be l ievers  i s  so  im-

portant  because i t  wi l l  make you s t rong in  t imes  where  you 

may s t ruggle .  Church l i fe  contr ibutes  great ly  to  support  us 

in  our  walk  wi th  God.
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L I ST  SOME  OF  THE  MISTAKES  OR  DOUBTS  THAT  YOU  WANT  TO 

TAKE  TO  YOUR FATHER  IN  PRAYER .

“I CAN MAKE MISTAKES AS I GROW 
IN MY FAITH.”
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2  CORINTHIANS  5 :18

DAY 20

AMBASSADORS
On th is  journey of  the  las t  couple  of  weeks 

we’ve  d iscovered the  t remendous devot ion 

and enormous sacr i f ice  of  Jesus .

 I t  i s  on ly  appropr ia te  now for  us  to  a l so  re-

spond to  that  wi th  our  devot ion to  His  cause .

“ 18 A l l  th is  i s  f rom God,  who reconci led  us  to  h im-

se l f  through Chr is t  and gave us  the  min is t ry  o f 

reconci l ia t ion ,  20 We are  therefore  Chr is t ’s  am-

bassadors ,  as  though God were  making h is  appea l 

through us . ”  (2  Cor inth ians  5 :18 ,20) 

We become Chr is t ’s  ambassadors ,  in  other  words ,  our  func-

t ion i s  to  represent  K ing Jesus  here  on ear th .  

There  are  a t  leas t  two d imens ions  of  be ing an ambassador :

1 .  WE  REPRESENT  H IS  CHARACTER .

2 .  WE  REPRESENT  H IS  VO ICE  HERE  ON  EARTH .

What  does  i t  mean to  represent  His  character?  We take  care 

of  His  reputat ion in  how we do l i fe ,  fami ly,  bus iness  and 

soc ia l  act iv i t ies .  Everyth ing i s  about  the  reputat ion of  our 

K ing .  Secondly,  we represent  His  vo ice  by  fac i l i ta t ing  the 

in f luence and va lues  of  our  K ing everywhere  we l ive . 

Th is  min is t ry  o f  reconci l ia t ion i s  captured in  the  marching 

orders  g iven in  Mat thew 28:
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“ 18 Then Jesus  came to  them and sa id ,  “A l l  author-

i ty  in  heaven and on ear th  has  been g iven to  me. 
19 Therefore  go and make d isc ip les  o f  a l l  nat ions , 

bapt iz ing them in  the  name of  the  Father  and of 

the  Son and of  the  Holy  Sp i r i t ,  20 and teaching 

them to  obey everyth ing I  have commanded you . 

And sure ly  I  am wi th  you a lways ,  to  the  very  end 

of  the  age . ”  (Mat thew 28:18-20)

This  i s  a l so  known as  the  great  commandment .  You are 

exper ienc ing th is  f rom us  as  we fac i l i ta te  you to  become a 

fo l lower  of  Jesus .

The next  s tep for  you now,  wi l l  be  to  reach out  to  somebody 

e lse  and walk  them through th is  journey you have jus t  expe-

r ienced .  The moment  you s tar t  reaching out  to  people  wi th 

your  tes t imony,  the  s t ronger  you become sp i r i tua l ly  and i t 

becomes eas ier  and a  greater  joy  to  observe  the  impact  i t 

has  in  the  l ives  o f  others .  The most  monumenta l  contr ibu-

t ion th is  wi l l  make i s  not  for  the  other  person ,  but  for  your 

own growth . 

As  ambassadors  o f  Jesus  we are  represent ing Him in  the 

l ives  o f  the  people  around us  and in  our  world . 
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“I AM AN AMBASSADOR OF JESUS  
IN MY WORLD.”
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D ED ICATE  ALL  YOUR AREAS  OF  INFLUENCE  TO  THE  CAUSE  OF  THE 

K INGDOM OF  GOD.
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I AM AN 
AMBASSADOR 
OF JESUS 

IN MY 
WORLD
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W e  p r a y  t h i s  h a s  b e e n  a 
b l e s s e d  j o u r n e y  f o r  y o u  a n d 
t h a t  y o u  w i l l  e n j o y  a  r i c h  a n d 
e x c i t i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e 
F a t h e r ,  S o n  a n d  H o l y  S p i r i t .  
 
I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  d o  f u r t h e r 
r e a d i n g  t o  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t 
J e s u s  w e  w o u l d  r e c o m m e n d 
t h e  b o o k  ‘Not  do but  done’  by 
A lan P la t t .  

A  g r e a t  b o o k  t h a t  s p e a k s  t o 
e v i d e n c e  t h a t  J e s u s  l i v e d  i s 
‘ M o r e  t h a n  a  C a r p e n t e r ’  b y 
J o s h  M c d o w e l l .

P l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c o n t a c t  u s  a t 
www.doxadeo.org o r  b y  s e n d i n g 
a n  e m a i l  t o  in fo@doxadeo.org 
f o r  f u r t h e r  g u i d a n c e  i n  y o u r 
j o u r n e y  w i t h  t h e  L o r d .

IN
CLOSING
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https://www.amazon.com/Not-But-Done-eBook-Completed-ebook/dp/B01HILNZC8/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Not+do+but+done&qid=1588789864&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Not-But-Done-eBook-Completed-ebook/dp/B01HILNZC8/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Not+do+but+done&qid=1588789864&sr=8-1
https://www.doxadeo.org
mailto:info@doxadeo.org
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