
JOHN  1 :12

DAY 4

WHAT IS FAITH?
In  John 3 :16  we learned that  e terna l  l i fe  i s 

promised to  everyone who be l ieves .  I f  fa i th  i s 

the  requi rement  then ,  what  does  i t  actua l ly 

mean? 

Let  us  turn  to  John 1 :12  to  d iscover  some of 

the  d imens ions  of  what  i t  means  to  be l ieve  in 

Jesus .

“Yet  to  a l l  who d id  rece ive  Him,  to  those  who be-

l ieved in  His  name,  He gave the  r ight  to  become 

chi ldren of  God. ”  (John 1 :12) 

We wi l l  now cons ider  the  two d imens ions  of  ‘ rece iv ing ’  and 

‘ be l iev ing ’.

When we rece ive  a  g i f t  f rom someone,  how do we react? 

Do we unt ie  the  r ibbon,  open the  package ,  gaze at  i t  for  a 

whi le ,  c lose  the  g i f t  and hoard  i t  in  a  sa fe  p lace?  That  would 

be  r id icu lous !  When I  recent ly  rece ived a  new watch as  a 

g i f t ,  I  immediate ly  d iscarded the  old  one and put  the  new 

one on my arm.  I t  became a  par t  o f  my l i fe  and a  s ignature 

of  who I  am. 

Fa i th  i s  s imi lar.  We fu l ly  accept  and rece ive  the  g i f t  f rom 

God through Jesus .  The g i f t  o f  love ,  the  g i f t  o f  forg iveness , 

the  g i f t  o f  H is  sacr i f ice  and the  g i f t  o f  a  new l i fe .  A l l  these 

and many more d imens ions  are  inc luded in  th is  g i f t .  Fa i th  i s 

learn ing how to  rece ive  the  fu l lness  o f  th is  g i f t  f rom God.
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“JESUS, I BELIEVE THAT I AM A CHILD OF GOD.”

Now,  le t ’s  a l so  cons ider  what  i t  means  to  be l ieve  in  the 

Name of  Jesus .  Someone’s  name re fers  to  the i r  reputat ion 

and what  they represent .  To be l ieve  in  Jesus  then i s  to  ac-

cept  what  He s tands  for,  to  adhere  to  His  va lues .  People  who 

be l ieve  in  Jesus  actua l ly  ident i fy  wi th  Him and take  a l l  that 

He represents  and make i t  a  par t  o f  who they are . 

‘Rece iv ing ’  and ‘ be l iev ing ’  a l so  inc ludes  the  pr inc ip le  o f 

t rus t .  When a  good f r iend inv i tes  me to  have lunch wi th  h im, 

s ta t ing that  he  may be 30 minutes  la te ,  but  that  I  could  or-

der  anyth ing f rom the menu in  the  meant ime,  I  wi l l  obl ige . 

Why?  Because ,  i f  I  have a  good re la t ionship  wi th  that  per-

son ,  I  wi l l  t rus t  h is  character  and h is  promise .

When we rece ive  Jesus  and be l ieve  in  h is  Name,  we own the 

promise  to  become chi ldren of  God.  I t  becomes a  r ight  that 

i s  bestowed on us .  As  we s tudy the  B ib le  and learn  more 

about  Jesus ,  we grow in  our  t rust  in  Him.  The more we learn 

and the  more we t rust  the  bet ter  our  re la t ionship  wi th  Jesus 

wi l l  become.

This  promise  in  John 1 :12  i s  for  every  s ing le  person who be-

l ieves ,  i t  def in i te ly  inc ludes  you!
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S TART  WRIT ING  DOWN WHAT  WOULD  CHANGE  FOR  THE  BETTER  AS 

YOU  REAL IZE  THAT  YOU  ARE  A  CHILD  OF  GOD. 
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